
Toilets typically account for up to one-third of household water consumption. 
A simple flush-volume reducer can help minimise water wastage, even for 
some dual flush toilets.

You can reduce the amount of water used by your toilet by displacing a few litres 
in the cistern. By displacing some water, your cistern doesn’t fill to its full capacity 
and therefore uses less water with every flush. 

What you need
All you need to carry out this measure is a simple displacement device that can be 
placed inside your toilet’s cistern. Your options include:
>   Toilet flush reducers that are purpose built devices. These can be purchased 

on-line. (FIG 1)
>   Empty water bottle or other displacement device. The size of the water bottle 

will depend on how much room is available in your cistern. (FIG 2)

How to install
Whether using a specially developed product or simply an old water bottle, the 
installation process is much the same:

1.    Remove toilet cistern lid and turn off the water supply to the toilet.
2.  Flush the toilet to empty the cistern.
3.   Fill the flush reducer with water and hang or place it inside the cistern to dis-

place water.
4.   Turn the water supply back on and check that the displacement device stays in 

place.

TIP: If you suspect your toilet is leaking, simply place some food 
colouring in the cistern and leave it for a few minutes. If the  
colouring appears in the water in the bowl, then that indicates 
that your toilet is leaking and needs fixing. 
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