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 The Compost Bin 

This is a guide written for managing the compost bin at our workplace. 

It may help you to set up your own compost management routine at 

your service. 

We’re excited to have the compost bin up and running – we’re going to 

stop some of our waste going to landfill where it would take up space 

and produce greenhouse gases. Hopefully we’ll have some fantastic 

compost in a little while so let us know if you’re a keen gardener and would like some to take home. 

 

Here are our suggestions for how to get the most out of the compost bin. 

When What to do Who 

Each lunchtime, fruit 
time or catered 
event 

Place fruit and vegetable scraps and paper 
towels into small kitchen scraps bin on the 
bench. Please chop up anything that is 
especially solid or large (e.g. pieces of carrot 
or broccoli stem) 

Everyone 

When paper 
shredder is full 

Empty paper from shredder bin into ‘carbon 
bin’ near the door to the outdoor play area. 

Anyone who shreds paper 

Tuesdays Empty kitchen scraps bin into compost bin. 
Wash out scraps bin if required. Add paper 
or card from ‘carbon’ bin if compost is 
looking wet or smells. 

Little Green Steps staff 

Thursdays Involve children in emptying kitchen scraps 
bin into compost bin and adding paper or 
card from ‘carbon’ bin if compost is looking 
wet or smells. 

Playgroup 

Friday After lunch on Friday, empty kitchen scraps 
bin into compost bin. Wash out scraps bin if 
required. 

Child Care Services staff 

 

The compost needs oxygen to break down. Our bin will have a wire tube in the middle which will 

allow air to travel throughout the whole bin and this means we won’t need to turn the compost – 

hooray! When the compost is ready we can either take it home for our own gardens or will add it to 

a nearby garden. 
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Some composting activity ideas for children 

 Tear up newspaper to put in the compost bin and talk about 

how we need green (nitrogen rich things such as food scraps) 

and brown (carbon rich things such as paper or straw) 

elements to make compost. 

 Make a mini-compost bin in a soft drink bottle – look at or 

take photos each week to see how it decomposes (don’t let it 

dry out). 

 Make grotty bags. Choose five types of food and something 

that doesn’t decompose (such as something plastic) to go into an old stocking. Talk with 

children about how each item smells and what the colour and textures of the items are. Tie 

both ends and make small holes in the stocking. Keep a record of materials in the bag. Put a 

tag, labelled with children’s names on the stocking and bury it with the tag sticking out. Dig 

it up after a week and see what has changed, along with checking the smell, colour and 

texture again, 

 Put on some gloves and collect some of the mixture from the compost bin. Put it in a tray for 

everyone to look at. What can you see? Partly decomposed food scraps or paper? Worms or 

bugs? Compost? Talk about how the worms, bugs, fungi and microbes and bacteria ‘eat’ the 

food scraps and paper and make the compost which is great for gardens. If you find worms 

or bugs, try to identify them. Use an I-scope with an I-pad or smart phone as a microscope – 

have a look at the compost up close. 

 Sort items into things that can be composted, those that can be recycled and those that 

need to go in the rubbish bin. 

 Use the compost to grow some yummy vegies. 

 Children can sweep up small amount of leaves and add them to the compost. Dry leaves are 

best for compost, but not too many. 

 Make a compost sensory bin. In a tub or tray add some leaves, newspaper and food scraps. 

You might also want to add some soil too. Add some toy insects or pieces of wool to 

represent worms. Let children play and add to the compost bin when you’re done 

(remember to take the insects and/or wool out first). 

 

 


